
 
DRAFT MINUTES 

REGULAR SESSION 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 473 S MAIN STREET, SUITE 106 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2014 at 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note: Council member(s) may attend Council Sessions either in person or by telephone, video, or internet 
conferencing.  
 
1. Call to Order  

 
The mayor called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Mayor German, Vice Mayor Baker, Commissioners George, German, Gordon, Jones, Whatley. 
 
Also present: Town Manager Russ Martin, Marshall Nancy Gardner, Library Director Kathy Hellman, 
Finance Director Mike Showers, Deputy Clerk Virginia Jones, Recording Secretary Marie Moore.  

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Mayor led the pledge.  
 

 

4. Consent Agenda – All those items listed below may be enacted upon by one motion and approved as consent agenda items. 

Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as a separate item if a member of Council requests. 

a) Approval of the Minutes:  
1) Regular Session – September 3, 2014 
2) Special/Work Session – August 27, 2014 
3) Executive Session – August 18, 2014 (Recorded) 

b) Set Next Meeting, Date and Time: 
1) September 24, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. – Council Hears Planning & Zoning Matters – CANCELLED 
2) October 1, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session 
3) October 8, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. – Work Session 
4) October 15, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. – Regular Session 
5) October 22, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. – Council Hears Planning & Zoning Matters 

c) Possible approval of an agreement with the Verde Valley Humane Society to accept stray 
animals that are unclaimed after five (5) days and unable to be given to a rescue for a fee of 
$70.00 per animal. Staff Resource: Marshal Gardner 

d) Possible authorization to move $14,865 from the FY13-14 Contingency Budget line item into the 
Community Development department budget lines as shown on the attached re-appropriation 
forms for the purpose of abatement costs associated with nuisance and dangerous buildings. 
Staff Resource: Mike Showers 

e) Possible approval of Yavapai County Flood Control Intergovernmental Agreement Change Order 
#2, carrying forward $110,353.88 FY 13/14 unspent funds for Phase 2 of the Finnie Flat/Cliffs 
Drainage Project, A and Yavapai County Flood Control 2014/15 Gaddis Wash improvements in 
the amount of $75,000. Staff Resource: Ron Long. 
 

f) Possible approval of and authorization for the Mayor to sign on behalf of the Town to accept two 
(2) Permanent Access and Drainage Easements for the acquisition of permanent drainage 
easements on parcels 404-12-051A, and 404-16-213. Staff Resource: Ron Long 



Virginia.Jones
Sticky Note
09-18-2014 e-mailed Council-Document requested by Council Member Jackie Baker  
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g) Possible authorization for the Mayor to sign on behalf of the Town for future Permanent Access 
and Drainage Easements obtained by staff in the 14/15 Budget Year. Staff Resource: Ron Long 

h) Possible authorization to begin opening the library for Teens Only on Saturdays from 5:30 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. Staff Resource: Kathy Hellman 
 
On a Motion by George, seconded by Gordon, Council approves the consent agenda with a 6-1 
vote.  Baker opposes.  
 
Mayor German requested to pull item B (3).  Vice Mayor Baker requested to pull item G. 
Mayor German explained that the Town Manager and he will be unavailable due to their attendance at 
another meeting and proposed moving the work session to October 10th at 9:00 am.  
Vice Mayor Baker quested the vagueness of item G. Town Manager, Russ Martin, explained that this 
was added to simply help alleviate time consumption and streamline the process. 
Councilman Gordon signified his approval and stated that as the rains come, matters that need to be 
handled cannot wait for a regular plan meeting.  
Baker questioned the progress of a storm water management program for the town. Martin indicated 
that it is nearly impossible to implement such a program for a town this size.  
Whatley indicated she approved item G, as it reads.  
 
 

 
5. Special Announcements and presentations:  

 Yavapai County Supervisor Tom Thurman and County Administrator Phil Bourdon will 
update and discuss with the Council on activities in Yavapai County, to include the Jail 
District proposal. 
 
Yavapai County Supervisor, Tom Thurman, explained the current dynamics the County faces in 
regards to the jail population and why it has reached this point. Thurman explained that the County 
must make one of three choice which includes expansion of the current jail, utilize the “old jail” in 
Prescott or construct a new jail. Thurman stated that currently the County absorbs the cost of 
transporting inmates between Camp Verde and Prescott, which comes to a total of one million 
dollars and now the County must replace the busses they have been using. These two things need 
to be factored in when considering the option of expanding the current jail in Camp Verde. The old 
jail, if utilized, would need up to three million dollars of new technology, plus the cost associated 
with staffing. Also, in 4 years, when the “old jail” is full, it cannot be expanded on.  
Thurman discussed the fact that eventually there will have to be an increase in tax of a ¼ of a cent 
to support the issue and he fully supports the construction of a new facility that would be completed 
in 2019 near Prescott Lakes Parkway.  

 
 
6. Call to the Public for Items not on the Agenda. 
 

Rob Witt addressed Council regarding his recently filed referendum. Witt indicated that he did get the 
required 325 signatures but did not get other necessary items, therefore, his application has been rejected. 
Witt stated that although he will not be able to move forward with the referendum, he asks the Council to 
acknowledge that there were 325 people who want to see the decision changed and requests the item be 
put on the ballet for vote.   
 
Mark Pentacost requested that Council review item H of the consent agenda and referenced a document 
from the town attorney stating that the library could not be open or closed for exclusive use, but when open, 
must be open to the public.  
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Murray Lichty requested that the Agenda’s be written in plain English and that all information listed have full 
titles rather than abbreviations. Lichty also stated that the Town Resolutions are not available to the public 
to review. Lichty finished by warning Council not to spend money they don’t have.   
 
Sherry Wischmeyer addressed Council in regards to what she refers to as a long term problem at marshal’s 
office. Wischmeyer stated she feels she is now seen as a target due to the fact that she followed through 
with public information requests after current and past employees voiced concerns to her. Wischmeyer 
submitted a report to Council and request a full investigation be followed through with regarding past and 
current issues.  
 
Tom Pitts advised Council he had attended recent meetings including the Sedona Verde Valley Tourism 
meeting and stated they are in the process of conducting a broad based tourism survey. Pitts also attended 
the Verde Valley Regional Broadband Coalition meeting and they are in the process of an aggregate use 
study which is a tool to get broadband internet to Camp Verde.  Pitts attended a press meeting regarding a 
grant for Alcatara Vineyards and was happy to report that they have received $157,000 grant for marketing 
and product development.  
 
Steve Goetting reported to Council that Spur Ventures is collaborating with the Camp Verde Library to bring 
the Y Commentator online classes to the community, which is sponsored by Stanford University. 

 
7. Public Hearing, discussion, consideration & possible recommendation of approval of a Class 12 

Micro-Brewery and Restaurant Liquor License application for Verde Brewing Co., LLC located at 325 
S. Main St., Camp Verde. Staff Resource: Debbie Barber 
 
On a motion by George, seconded by Baker, Council unanimously approves the Class 12 Restaurant 
Liquor License application for Verde Brewing Co., LLC located at 325 S. Main St., Camp Verde.  
 
The applicant, Alex Goetting, reported to Council that Verde Brewing has been open for 8 months and they 
have started distributing to Blazing M Ranch. Goetting informed Council of his intentions to move into Bolers 
bar and is looking into the historic value and restoration of the building.   
 
Deputy Clerk, Virginia Jones, informed Council of a typographical error and stated that item 7 should only 
state Restaurant Liquor License and item 8 should only state Micro-Brewery Liquor License.  

 
8. Public Hearing, discussion, consideration & possible recommendation of approval of a Class 3 

Micro-Brewery and Restaurant Liquor License application for Verde Brewing Co., LLC located at 325 
S. Main St., Camp Verde. Staff Resource: Debbie Barber 
 
On a motion by Whatley, seconded by George, Council unanimously approves the Class 3 Micro-
Brewery Liquor License application for Verde Brewing Co., LLC located at 325 S. Main St., Camp 
Verde.  
 
The applicant, Alex Goetting thanked Council for their consideration in the application.  
 
 

9. Discussion, consideration and possible approval of one of the following Ordinances: 
a) Ordinance 2014-A398, an Ordinance of the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Camp 

Verde, Yavapai County, Arizona, relating to the Transaction Privilege License Tax: amending the 
Tax Code of the Town of Camp Verde, Arizona by removing exemption (Q) sales of food for 
home consumption, under Section 8-465 retail Sales: Exemptions. 
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b) Ordinance 2014-A398 an Ordinance of the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Camp 

Verde, Yavapai County, Arizona, relating to the Transaction Privilege License Tax; Amending 
the Tax Code of the Town of Camp Verde, Arizona by changing Exemption (Q) sales of food for 
Home consumption, under Section 8-465 Retail Sales; Exemptions to read, sales of food for 
home consumption at 1 percentage point less than the current retail sales tax rate. Staff 
Resource: Russ Martin and Michael Showers 

 
On a Motion by George, seconded by Whatley, Council approves in a 4-3 vote Ordinance 2014-
A398, an Ordinance of the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Camp Verde, Yavapai 
County, Arizona, relating to the Transaction Privilege License Tax: amending the Tax Code of 
the Town of Camp Verde, Arizona by removing exemption (Q) sales of food for home 
consumption, under Section 8-465 retail Sales: Exemptions.  The Ordinance shall include a 
sunset clause of 3 years.  Baker, German and Gordon opposed.  

 
Martin informed council of the options listed, explaining that if option A is chosen, the exemption would 
be removed completely and a 3% tax increase on food would be imposed. If  option B is chosen, the 
exemption would be modified and there would be less than a 2% increase imposed. Martin explained 
that the Town does have a balanced budget, but there is not enough funds for the Capital Improvement 
Projects in need of completion. Martin indicated that the Town currently has neither a food or property 
tax. Martin stated that the surrounding communities all have either a food or property tax or both, with 
Sedona being an exception due to their accommodation tax.  Martin expressed that a food tax was the 
most stable option when deciding on which tax amount to increase.  
 
Mayor German questioned when the tax would begin if it was approved. Martin estimated December 1st 
2-14 which would help venders prepare and make sure the proper timelines have been met.  
 
Public Input: 
 
Jim Meredith, an 8 year resident  stated residents of Camp Verde live in an economically depressed 
area and to tax food which is a necessity is morally wrong. Meredith indicated that the State Legislature 
has turned down a food tax every time it has been discussed. Meredith stated he favors a property tax 
over a food tax. 
 
Bj Davis indicated he is not generally in favor in taxes but sees the need for a new economy.  Davis 
stated that he feels this is good for Town and more revenue is necessary to move forward. Davis 
suggested the Town implement a sunset clause to see how well the tax increase works and is in favor 
of either a food or property tax in Camp Verde.  
 
Greg Blue stated he felt the Council was putting the cart before the horse and spoke of the imbalance in 
the Town due to lack of commerce. Blue indicated he would rather see focus on new development and 
commerce in the community before a tax is imposed.  Blue stated that taxing an essential item to live 
on is extortion and suggested the Council put the matter out for vote to see how the community truly 
feels about the increase.  
 
Steve Goetting suggested that if a tax is necessary, to put it somewhere other than food and 
recommended an increase in sales tax.  
 
 
Bill Feldmeyer questioned if there was already a list of CIP projects the Town intended to fund with the 
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food tax because it was not included in the agenda pack and it is difficult to support the matter with out 
having better knowledge of what the needs being funded are. Feldmeyer suggested the Town mirror 
the process the County is using regarding the jail tax increase so that community members are 
confident and vetted in the tax increase.  
 
Irene Peoble indicated that Camp Verde school system has or has had one of the largest amounts of 
free and reduced lunch programs which is due to the poverty level in Camp Verde.  Peoble referenced 
the large amount of the Camp Verde population that are using food stamps and voiced her lack of 
support for a food tax.  
 
Tom Bast recommended the Council raise the sales tax .7% because it is more reasonable and it can 
be funded by more than local residents. 
 
John Bassous outlined the many taxes that all residents are currently subject to pay and stated that 
most Americans currently pay 25-30% of their income to taxes. Bassous warned Council that 
historically when a community reaches almost 40% taxation, it will fail. The solution is more tax payers, 
not more taxes.   
 
Tom Pitts voiced his concern with the food tax and stated he felt this was the wrong way to try to fund 
projects. Pitts favors an increase in sales tax and stated that it can be accomplished quickly, where as a 
raise in property tax would require a vote.  
 
 
Rob Witt addressed Council and stated he felt that this idea would be taking away from what is already 
existing without adding any production. Witt agreed that more revenue is needed but disagrees that a 
food tax is the solution and indicated that the community in general is very imposed. Witt warned 
Council that passing the food tax would show that Council doesn’t care about the residents.  

 
 
Martin addressed the concerns voiced by the public and stated that the information regarding what the 
revenue increase would be used for had been discussed on several occasions including the prior 
week’s meeting and recommended the public attend the October 10th meeting where more would be 
discussed. Martin stated that a detailed description of the projects are available to the public on line and 
indicated that a 3% increase in tax would generate $400,000.00 annually for the town. Martin also 
stated that a reliance on sales tax is not consistent enough to count on.  
 
Councilor Gordon stated that he was comfortable with working on the Town budget but not comfortable 
with taking more of the residents money and felt that it was Council’s responsibility for making the case 
for the need of increased revenue. Gordon explained that if the residents of the Town wanted to have 
better facilities and things available then the funding would have to come from somewhere eventually.   
 
German voiced her disapproval of a food tax and doesn’t feel a property tax is an option either. German 
asked for the finance director to bring back to Council information regarding revenue increases with a 
.25% increase in sales tax, and suggested that this include a sunset clause as well. German indicated 
that this option would not affect low income residents. German also suggested that the tax increase be 
designated for the CIP. German indicated that previous Councils had promised the food tax would 
remain exempt and feels the current Council should uphold that.  
 
 
Martin informed Council that a quarter cent increase would be equivalent to $200,000 and a half cent 
increase would be equivalent to $400,000. Martin reiterated that the half cent increase would be the 
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same as a 3% raise in food tax. 
 
George stated that out of 90 cities in Arizona, only 65 have a food tax. George indicated that if there is 
to be any progress in the town there must be a revenue increase. George stated he would be in favor of 
a property tax but the process would take 8 to 9 months along with voter approval.  
 
Whatley stated she would rather spend a few more cents at Bashas’ than have a large increase in 
property tax when people already struggle with making mortgage payments. Whatley reminded Council 
and the public that the improvements everyone wishes to see in Camp Verde are not free and feels the 
people who advocate for improvements are the same people who do not support investing in the Town.   
 
Jones informed Council that if a person were to spend $150 a week in groceries at Bashas’, they would 
see a raise in their bill of $4.50 from the tax, which comes to a total of $216.00 a year. Jones explains 
that she supports this tax, a property tax or any tax increase to help make the Town a better place.  
 
Mayor German stated the importance of investing in ourselves and indicated the importance of a 
balanced process. Mayor stated he favors the raise of .7 cents in sales tax as well as a property tax and 
repeats the importance of investing in “ourselves”.  
 
Baker indicated there was no way she could support any type of tax increase of any kind at this time 
and stated that it is not as if the Town is unable to make any improvements at all, and suggests the 
Town make the improvements that are priority with the money previously budgeted.  
 
Mayor German called a 10 minute recess at 8:41 pm. Meeting resumed at 8:51 pm.  

 
 

 
10. Discussion, consideration, and possible approval of Resolution 2014-912, a resolution of the Mayor 

and Common Council of the Town of Camp Verde, Arizona approving the form and authorizing the 
execution and delivery of a second purchase agreement, a second trust agreement and other 
necessary agreements, instruments and documents; approving the sale and execution and delivery 
of a not to exceed $5,000,000 aggregate principal amount pledged revenue and revenue refunding 
obligation, series 2014, evidencing the interest of the owner thereof in the purchase agreement; 
delegating authority to the Mayor, Manager and Finance Director of the Town to determine certain 
matters and terms with respect to the foregoing; adopting post-issuance tax compliance procedures 
in connection with issuance of obligations of the town; authorizing the taking of all other actions 
necessary to the consummation of the transactions contemplated by this resolution and declaring 
an emergency. Staff Resource: Russ Martin 
 
On a Motion by George, seconded by Baker, Council approves  Resolution 2014-912, a resolution of 
the Mayor and Common Council of the Town of Camp Verde, Arizona approving the form and 
authorizing the execution and delivery of a second purchase agreement, a second trust agreement 
and other necessary agreements, instruments and documents; approving the sale and execution and 
delivery of a not to exceed $5,000,000 aggregate principal amount pledged revenue and revenue 
refunding obligation, series 2014, evidencing the interest of the owner thereof in the purchase 
agreement; delegating authority to the Mayor, Manager and Finance Director of the Town to determine 
certain matters and terms with respect to the foregoing; adopting post-issuance tax compliance 
procedures in connection with issuance of obligations of the town; authorizing the taking of all other 
actions necessary to the consummation of the transactions contemplated by this resolution and 
declaring an emergency. 
Finance Director Mike Showers explained to Council that the concept presented is simply for the Town to 
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have money-in-hand when the bids for the Library are received and a contract is ready. Showers presented 
a power point presentation, which is attached and becomes a permanent part of the record.  
 
Michael Cafisso explained that all blank areas in the document provided would be final details specified at the 
time of closing.  
 
Baker questioned what the exact annual payment would be and if there were additional fees associated with 
the closing. Cafisso informed Council that the information they were provided would be accurate and used. 
Martin indicated that the closing costs were already factored in.  
 
Public Input:  
 
Tom Pitts informed Council that a rate such as this on a project is historically impossible and supports involving 
the payoff of the Marshal’s office. 
 

 
 

 
11. Discussion, consideration, and possible direction to staff regarding the appointment of a new 

Magistrate. Staff Resource: Russ Martin 
 
On a Motion by Gordon, seconded by George, Council directs staff set up interviews with 2 new 
candidates to consider for the appointment of a new Magistrate on Wednesday September 24, 2014.  
German opposes.  
 
Martin explained to Council that the newly appointed magistrate notified the Town that he would be 
withdrawing his acceptance of the position and therefore, staff is seeing direction regarding the appointment 
of a new Magistrate.  
 
Council discussed the previous two candidates that had been interviewed. Martin indicated that the current 
Magistrate, Cipriano, has requested that another applicant who was out of the country at the time of the 
previous interviews be considered.  Gordon stated he favored interviewing new applicants. Baker indicated 
that when the choice was made, they had decided on a first, second and third choice candidate and feels 
the second choice candidate should be contacted and offered the position. Whatley indicated that the order 
of candidates was not unanimous and requested other applicants be interviewed.   

 
12. Discussion, consideration, and possible selection of an independent attorney to review employee 

complaints and Council conduct as it relates to Town Council Policies, Rules, and Procedures. Staff 
Resource: Russ Martin/Bill Sims 
 
On a Motion by Gordon, seconded by George, Council votes to 5-2 to select Amy Lieberman as an 
independent attorney to review employee complaints and Council conduct as it relates to Town 
Council Policies, Rules, and Procedures.  Baker opposes, German abstained.  
 
George indicated his approval of Lieberman as his first choice selection.  
Gordon stated he also agreed that Lieberman was an appropriate choice as well as Michael Sillyman. 
Baker suggested that Council reconsider the idea of paying an independent source to handle the matter and 
felt that the issues could be resolved by simply listening to a video or utilizing the Human Resource 
department through the League.  
Mayor German indicated that the matter is beyond the point to resolve without an independent review and 
there was a unanimous vote from Council to follow through with utilizing an independent source.  
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Councilor Carol German requested Item #13 
13. Discussion, consideration, and possible direction to staff to research the costs associated with 

replacing the sound system in Council Chambers and to bring this information back to Council for 
consideration at the next regular meeting. 
 
On a motion by German, seconded by Baker, Council directs staff to research the costs associated 
with replacing or enhancing the sound system in Council Chambers and bring this information back 
to Council for consideration at the next regular meeting.  
 
Councilor German stated she asked for this item to be added to the agenda because she feels it has 
continually been ignored. German stated she has received several complaints and feels that citizens are at 
a disservice because of the faulty equipment.  
Council members discussed the options and costs related to fixing, upgrading or replacing the sound 
system entirely. Virginia Jones informed Council that the sound system was installed in 1997.  
 
 

14. Call to the Public for items not on the agenda. 
 
No input.  
 

15. Council Informational Reports. These reports are relative to the committee meetings that Council members attend. The 

Committees are Camp Verde Schools Education Foundation; Chamber of Commerce, Intergovernmental Association, NACOG 
Regional Council, Verde Valley Transportation Planning Organization, Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee, and shopping 
locally. In addition, individual members may provide brief summaries of current events. The Council will have no discussion or take 
action on any of these items, except that they may request that the item be placed on a future agenda. 
 
Councilman George attended the Verde River Basin meeting and participated in the discussion regarding wild 
fires and passed out a brochure to Council members regarding water preservation.  
 
Manager/Staff Report Individual members of the Staff may provide brief summaries of current events and activities. These 

summaries are strictly for informing the Council and public of such events and activities. The Council will have no discussion, 
consideration, or take action on any such item, except that an individual Council member may request that the item be placed on a 
future agenda. 
 
Martin  
 

16. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 9:43 pm.  

 
___________________________________________________ 
Charles German, Mayor 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Marie Moore, Recording Secretary 
 
CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Minutes are a true and accurate accounting of the actions of the Mayor 
and Common Council of the Town of Camp Verde during the Regular Session of the Town Council of Camp 
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Verde, Arizona, held on September 17, 2014.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held, and 
that a quorum was present. 
 
Dated this ___________ day of _________________, 2014. 
 
 

________________________________________ 
Debbie Barber, Town Clerk 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




